GIVING
WOULD
MEAN
THE
WORLD.

AROUND ONE
MILLION PLANT
AND ANIMAL
SPECIES ALREADY
FACE EXTINCTION,
MANY WITHIN
DECADES, UNLESS
ACTION IS TAKEN.
United Nations Biodiversity Report, May 2019
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A report published in May 2019 by the United Nations shed
light on the devastating trajectory of extinction and loss of
biodiversity, which will culminate in grave consequences for
both wildlife and humans.
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SUSTAINABILITY

The message was clear: we do not have time to wait.
My response was also clear – the Cincinnati Zoo &
Botanical Garden plays a role in mitigating this crisis.
In fact, zoos truly can save the world.
How humans use Earth’s resources demands transformational
change. Ultimately, it will also require global cooperation and
private, as well as governmental, support.

04 EDUCATION

05 ANIMAL CARE

02

06 ACCESSIBILITY

08 GIVING

These changes will not come from the top down, but rather
through public outcry from the bottom up.
That is where the Cincinnati Zoo can help. From our decadeslong commitment to saving critically endangered species
to our most future-focused expansion to date, More Home to
Roam, we stand as a public display of how it is possible to thrive
while saving resources.
By donating to the Zoo, named both “Best” and “Greenest”
zoo in America, you’re supporting extensive efforts to protect
endangered animals and plants. Through breeding, research,
education, global partnerships and more, we are in the fight to
save our planet. Protecting nature equals protecting people.
And your gift to the More Home to Roam campaign would mean
the world.
Thane Maynard
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FROM SAVING SPECIES
TO CHANGING LIVES,
CARING, COMMITMENT AND
COURAGE ARE NEEDED.
FROM ALL OF US.
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WHEN WE EVOLVE,
THEY THRIVE.
Giving would mean the world to the animals we work so hard to save.
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As the Cincinnati Zoo & Botanical Garden’s expertise in animal care, conservation,
education, and horticulture continues to grow, our habitats need to grow with it.
In the summer of 2018, we launched the More Home to Roam capital campaign with a
goal of $150 million to dramatically transform our habitats and expand community and
conservation efforts, here and around the world. Cincinnati humanitarians Harry and
Linda Fath believed in our vision enough to pledge a record $50 million matching gift,
putting us well on our way to meeting our goal.
The changes will be the most expansive in the Zoo’s history.

More Home to Roam will not only enrich the lives of the Zoo’s animals
– and Zoo guests – it symbolizes another giant leap in the Zoo’s efforts to
conserve Earth’s biodiversity and create a world where both people and
wildlife can thrive.
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BIRTH OF
A NEW ERA.

ELEPHANT TREK
LETTING ELEPHANTS BE ELEPHANTS
The Cincinnati Zoo is home to Sabu, the world’s
most genetically important Asian bull elephant,
as well as females Jati, Schottzie and Mai Thai. By
giving these endangered elephants more, and
more complex, room to roam, we’re creating a
habitat that goes further than ever to recognize
and accommodate their biological instincts – how
they live, how they forage, how they play, how
they breed.
Designed to be five times the size of their existing
habitat, Elephant Trek will include swimming pools,
streams, overhead feeding stations, mud wallows
and enrichment opportunities at every turn.
We envision a multi-generational herd of 8-10
elephants with bonds as strong as those formed
in the wild. Elephant Trek is part of our investment
in a long-term breeding program and will help
secure the future for elephants at the Cincinnati
Zoo. Through global partnerships, we are doing
our part to rebuild elephant populations in the
forests of Southeast Asia.

“

Linda and I helped launch this campaign because the Zoo
is for everybody and it makes Cincinnati a great place for
families. We hope that thousands of people will respond to
our challenge and help match our gift.
Harry Fath

”
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HARRY AND LINDA FATH

RHINO RESERVE
MORE FAMILIES AND FUSION
The Zoo plays an important role in the conservation of the critically
endangered black rhino. We’ve bred more black rhinos than any other zoo or
nature preserve in the world - 19 over the years, including our most recent
baby, Kendi - and we’re committed to them long-term.
Part of the new More Home to Roam expansion calls for doubling the current
space for the species.
Primarily solitary, rhinos can be difficult for zoos to breed. The new, more
flexible and complex space will lead to more instinctive and natural
interaction between male and female rhinos. Keepers are optimistic that
they could even see two rhino babies born together – a rare occurrence
in zoos.

DREAMING BIG.
DELIVERING BIG.
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Harry and Linda Fath, long-time Cincinnati
residents and humanitarians, have given to
the Zoo quietly over the years, never seeking
public recognition.
But in the summer of 2018, one gift had
to be shouted from the treetops.

It is the largest gift the Zoo has
ever received: a pledge to match
$50 million in donations.
With this transformational challenge gift
from the Faths, in addition to gifts from
other generous donors, the momentum
towards our More Home to Roam campaign
goal of $150 million is building.
But more investment from caring people
like you is still needed.

Facing increasing threats
from poachers, black
rhinos are critically
endangered, with less
than 5,000 remaining
in the wild.
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ROO VALLEY
ENRICHING HABITATS BY LEAPS AND BOUNDS
At the Australian-themed Roo Valley, beneath a
lush canopy of trees, Zoo guests will experience
and encounter two native Australian species like
never before.
In the 15,000-square-foot Kangaroo Walkabout,
guests will roam among the ‘roos as they hop
about, play, and graze. A two-level, ADA-accessible
ropes course with 50 activities will add even more
adventure, while visitors can relax and view Roo
Valley from “Hops”, a multi-tiered beer garden.
Little blue penguins, another native Australian
species, will have an innovatively designed new
home as well. The Cincinnati Zoo is home to North
America’s largest colony of little blue penguins,
and their numbers are increasingly threatened
in the wild.
Their habitat will include more rocky surfaces and
incorporate technology to optimize swimming
time, which is beneficial for penguin foot health.

AFRICAN PENGUINS
3X THE SPACE, 3X THE PENGUINS
African penguins will get a home makeover, too.
Endangered in the wild, their populations have
dropped by 50% in the past 30 years. The new
habitat will be three times the size of the current
space with a dramatically larger indoor bedroom
area to encourage breeding, expand nesting sites
and ultimately result in a thriving colony of 30+
birds, up from the 11 we have today.

The Zoo is helping to save African
penguins by supporting SANCCOB
(Southern African Foundation for
the Conservation of Coastal Birds).
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“

Some people
believe conservation
efforts are too little,
too late, and that
endangered species
can’t be saved. Our
message about our
work with wildlife is
a hopeful one.
Thane Maynard

”
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LOCAL ZOO.
GLOBAL IMPACT.
Giving would mean the world for wildlife research.

The Cincinnati Zoo invests in passionate individuals
and organizations who are committed to saving
wildlife globally.

No, we can’t save every animal. But
that will never keep us from trying.
World-renowned scientists at the Cincinnati Zoo’s
Lindner Center for Conservation and Research
of Endangered Wildlife (CREW) have led the way
on global efforts to save the Sumatran rhino,
imperiled small cats, polar bears, native plants,
and others.

Over the last four decades, the Zoo has also
played a key role in the conservation of cheetahs,
lions, and painted dogs in Africa, gorillas in the
Congo, rhinoceros in Indonesia, and endangered
birds in the tropics. The Cincinnati Zoo currently
participates in more than 30 field conservation
projects around the world.
Because nearly one million species are on the
brink of extinction, CREW’s mission is to always be
on the brink of a new species-saving discovery.
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W ILD DRE AMS: SAVI NG THE SUM A TR A N R HIN O
Sumatran rhinos have existed for 23 million years. At the Cincinnati Zoo, we’re
doing all we can to ensure this critically endangered species does not disappear.

DR. TERRI ROTH
WILD DREAMS: SAVING THE SUMATRAN RHINO

CREW DIRECTOR

In 1875, when the Cincinnati Zoo opened, as
many as one million Sumatran rhinos roamed the
rainforests, swamps and cloud forests throughout
Southeast Asia.
Today, only about 80 remain.
If the Sumatran rhino does survive, it
will be due in no small part to CREW at
the Cincinnati Zoo.
CREW scientists, led by Dr. Terri Roth, unraveled
the mysteries of breeding these rhinos nearly
two decades ago. And by sharing information and
techniques, they’ve seen their success replicated
in Indonesia.

THE FIRST CALF BORN IN A MANAGED
BREEDING PROGRAM IN OVER 100 YEARS

to these siblings to help keep the species from
going extinct.

On September 13, 2001, the Zoo – along with the
rest of the world – celebrated the birth of Andalas,
the first Sumatran rhino calf bred and born in a
zoo in 112 years.

Andalas has already contributed two calves to
that effort. In 2012, his son, Andatu, was born;
in 2016 a daughter, Delilah, arrived, providing
promise as a desperately needed female for
future breeding.

Dr. Roth’s discoveries here have been key in
three Sumatran rhino births at the Cincinnati
Zoo, all from a “founder” power couple: Emi, the
female, and Ipuh, the male, who lived at the Zoo
for 22 years.
Andalas and his brother Harapan, born in 2007,
now reside half a world away at the Sumatran
Rhino Sanctuary in Indonesia. It may well be up

Though Ipuh died in 2013, his legacy will live
on for generations. Scientists have successfully
sequenced and analyzed his DNA. His genome
could answer specific questions about health
and reproduction problems that have led to the
decline of this endangered species.
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“

IF WE DON’T ACT
QUICKLY AND BOLDLY,
THE LOSS OF THIS
MAGNIFICENT ANIMAL
WILL BE AMONG THE
GREAT TRAGEDIES
OF OUR TIME.
Dr. Terri Roth, CREW Director

”
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CONSERVATION IN OUR OWN BACKYARD
Pollinators - from butterflies and bees to hummingbirds and moths –
are disappearing worldwide. The Cincinnati Zoo & Botanical Garden is
committed to helping save these crucial creatures and to making it easier

CONSERVATION IN OUR OWN BACKYARD

for people to create pollinator-friendly ecosystems in their own yards.
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The world relies on animal pollinators for 75% of its crops,
including 35% of food crops. Consumer favorites such as
apples, blueberries, peaches, chocolate, coffee, potatoes,
vanilla, and almonds all need animal pollination.
But pollinator populations are in steep decline. In the U.S.
alone, over 50% of managed honeybee colonies have been
lost over the past 10 years due to colony collapse disorder
(CCD). Pesticides, malnutrition, mites and a lack of available
native flowers all play a role.
Monarch butterfly numbers are decreasing at an alarming
rate, too. The eastern population has diminished by more
than 80% over the last two decades; the western population
is down by a staggering 97%. Deforestation, recent severe
weather, and pesticides that destroy crucial milkweed flora
have contributed to their disappearance.
PLANTING HOPE
At Bowyer Farm, our 600-acre property in Warren County, we
propagate pollinator-friendly plants including milkweed, the
monarch caterpillar’s sole food source. Some of these plants
are used to restore pollinator habitat at the farm, while others
are sold to the public.
Our Horticulture team also conducts trials to determine which
plants benefit pollinators most in our region, and we partner
with growers and local garden centers to promote and sell
these selections as “The Zoo’s Best Plants for Pollinators”.

PLANT FOR POLLINATORS CHALLENGE
Pollinators are among the few animals that almost anyone
can help save. All it takes is planting the right plants.
Through our popular Plant for Pollinators Challenge, the Zoo
encourages homeowners, schools, businesses and others to
join us in increasing pollinator habitat in the Tri-state. In just
our first season of the program, we’ve registered more than a
thousand “Certified Pollinator Gardens” for homeowners from
Ohio, Kentucky and Indiana and even as far away as Florida.
HELPING MONARCHS MAKE A COMEBACK
In addition to propagating milkweed, we also take part
in the Monarch Watch citizen science program by tagging
migrating monarchs each fall at the Zoo and at Bowyer Farm.
This nationwide effort produces valuable data that aids in
conservation.
Over the last two decades, the eastern
monarch population has diminished by more
than 80 percent, while the western population
is down by a staggering 97 percent.
Just as some of the world’s smallest living things have the
biggest impact on our lives, we’re hopeful that the small things
we all can do will have a big impact on the survival of all the
planet’s pollinators.

MOREHOMETOROAM.ORG

THERE IS HOPE - IN JUST THE FIRST YEAR OF
OUR PLANT FOR POLLINATORS CHALLENGE, WE’VE
REGISTERED MORE THAN 1,000 GARDENS.
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WE’RE GROUND
ZERO FOR NET ZERO.
Giving would mean the world for sustainability.

14

MOREHOMETOROAM.ORG

100% SUSTAINABLE
IS ATTAINABLE.

Known as America’s Greenest Zoo, we are committed to becoming the
world’s first zoo to achieve Net Zero energy, waste and water status.
In fact, no private or public entity of any kind has attempted a sustainability
initiative on the scale we’re driving towards. A key component of the More
Home to Roam campaign, the Zoo’s Net Zero plan includes more solar power
on all our properties, more rainwater collection, more composting and less
overall waste.
“Modeling sustainable practices is just as important to us as inspiring visitors
with wildlife,” says Mark Fisher, VP of Facilities and Sustainability for the
Zoo. “The most important, and impactful, step we can take in lowering our
footprint on this earth is to dramatically reduce our use of natural resources
in our own backyard.”

Our Net Zero goals include
growing a significant amount
of food for our animals at Zooowned Bowyer Farm.
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“

There is this tired old myth that sustainability
is some expensive, idealistic goal that is only
for those on the coasts. That is just not true.

Mark Fisher, VP, Facilities, Planning And Sustainability

”
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BY 2025, THE
CINCINNATI
ZOO WILL:
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PRODUCE MORE POWER
THAN IT CONSUMES

CAPTURE 100% OF RAINWATER
TO USE IN HABITATS

ONE WITH THE SUN

LIQUID ASSET

• The Zoo already has the largest publicly accessible urban solar array
anywhere in the country – 6,400 solar panels, located in our largest parking
lot, converting sunlight into usable clean energy to help power the Zoo.
On sunny, cool days we’re able to actually divert energy back to the utility
company.

• Since 2006, we’ve saved 1.65 billion gallons of potable water, with many
millions of gallons of polluted overflow diverted from the Ohio River and
our neighbors’ basements. This reduction in water usage has saved the
Zoo over $10 million in utility costs.

• The More Home to Roam campaign will allow updates to our aging electrical
infrastructure to be smarter, cleaner, and more resilient.

• This groundbreaking storm water management program will expand even
further with the construction of Roo Valley and Elephant Trek, part of our
More Home to Roam initiative. Giant stormwater retention tanks will be
installed underneath both, further reducing the Zoo’s water usage.

MOREHOMETOROAM.ORG
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SEND ZERO WASTE
TO LANDFILLS

GROW SIGNIFICANTLY
MORE FOOD FOR ITS ANIMALS

THE SWEET SMELL OF SUSTAINABILITY

LIVING OFF OUR LAND

• Using a mix of on-site and off-site composting, the Zoo will be diverting
all of its organic waste from the landfill.

• One of the applications for the compost will be soil amendment at
Bowyer Farm – allowing us to grow a significant percentage of the food
our animals eat, completing the sustainability cycle.

• Composting the roughly two million pounds of animal waste produced
annually also drastically reduces waste management costs.

CINCINNATI ZOO & BOTANICAL GARDEN

THE CARE AND FEEDING
OF YOUNG MINDS.
Giving would mean the world for students.
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Kids have a natural curiosity about animals and there’s no better place to nourish their sense
of wonder about wildlife than the Cincinnati Zoo. Being exposed to a wide variety of different
species – furry or finned, funny or fierce – can inspire a lifelong passion for conservation. Or
even a lifelong career.
With 83% of Americans living in urban and suburban areas, kids are less connected to nature
than ever before. The only opportunity many have to really learn about and get close to
nature is at zoos.
Education has been a key pillar of the Cincinnati Zoo for more than 50 years. And that emphasis
is woven into the vision of the More Home to Roam campaign. The path to developing lifelong
love and respect for nature begins with teaching kids about the delicate balance between
animal species – and their habitats – and human behavior.
“More Home to Roam will build better homes for the animals in our care, but the planned
transformation goes way beyond bricks and mortar,” said Thane Maynard. “It’s equally about
building an environment that will provide opportunities to bring visitors and students close
enough to care.”

Widely recognized as
the leading non-formal
science educator in
southern Ohio, the Zoo
reaches more than
350,000 students and
educators each year.
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WILD ABOUT LEARNING.
Zoo programs connect and inspire learners,
from toddlers to teens to grad students,
with a wide variety of wildlife. Through
experiences crafted by professional Zoo
educators, Education Department programs
help turn kids into conservationists.

ZOO TROOP
Covering 14 years of programming, Zoo Troop
immerses kids and their families in wildlife-rich
experiences that build empathy and feed curiosity
along with an understanding of how nature works.
As children grow with us, the program also fosters
collaboration, leadership and action.
CAMPS
The Cincinnati Zoo becomes a kid’s habitat for
a truly wild week. Whether they’re 4 or 14, they’ll
explore, acquire new skills and be inspired by
the Zoo through experiences like hikes, animal
encounters, animal training, and crafts.

ZOO ACADEMY
A full-time public STEM high school, juniors
and seniors are taught a traditional curriculum
at the Zoo, and spend two hours of the school
day working behind the scenes.
ADVANCED INQUIRY PROGRAM
Using the Cincinnati Zoo as their campus, 60 grad
students can earn either a Master’s in Zoology
or Education through a partnership between the
Zoo and Miami University. The program originated
with our Zoo, and there are now nine Masters
Institution zoos, aquariums, and botanical gardens
participating nationally.

21

Zoo programs and animal
encounters can spark a
lasting fascination with
wildlife and the outdoors.
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“

YOU CANNOT GET
THROUGH A SINGLE DAY
WITHOUT HAVING AN IMPACT
23

ON THE WORLD AROUND
YOU. WHAT YOU DO MAKES
A DIFFERENCE.

Jane Goodall

THIS HIGH SCHOOL REALLY IS A ZOO
Zoo Academy is hands-on, hands-dirty, and hands-down one of the
best ways for juniors and seniors interested in zoo-related careers to get
invaluable experience. Not to mention a high school diploma.

RICKEY KINLEY

THIS HIGH SCHOOL REALLY IS A ZOO

SENIOR AVICULTURE KEEPER

There are plenty of schools that allow class pets, like
guinea pigs, rabbits, and turtles.
But one school is in a class all by itself, and the
students get to help care for a world-famous hippo,
endangered elephants, and blindingly fast cheetahs.
A full-time public STEM high school for juniors and
seniors, the Cincinnati Zoo Academy is the nation’s
only program to offer both a regular high school
curriculum and daily hands-on zoo experience on
zoo grounds.
Students spend their final two years of high
school focusing on career paths in animal care,
horticulture, commissary, zoo maintenance and
administrative management.

“The goal is to try to get these kids – who’ve all
demonstrated a passion for wildlife – ready to work
in a zoo, to help them figure out what gifts they have
and how they can use them,” Zoo Academy teacher
and former keeper Chris Edelen explained.

Rickey attended Zoo Academy from 1992-1994.
Now he’s Senior Aviculture Keeper at the Zoo.

The students spend five hours a day in a classroom
at the Zoo’s Harold C. Schott Education Center.
The rest of the time, they’re helping out behind
the scenes – cleaning up or recording animal
behaviors, for instance. They also attend off-site
labs at places like Newport Aquarium and a local
food non-profit, Gabriel’s Place.

Recently, Rickey spearheaded ground-breaking
research and technology to improve the foot health
of little blue penguins. His findings will inform the
design of the new little blue penguin habitat and
promote more pool time, which contributes to
good foot health.

Not all graduates end up working at a zoo, but
others, like Rickey Kinley, have found careers at the
Cincinnati Zoo as well as zoos around the world.

“I loved Zoo Academy,” Rickey says. “Getting to go to
school at the Zoo? That seemed unbelievable.”

Rickey’s career has taken flight due in large part to
his start at Zoo Academy. And it’s come full circle –
he also serves as a much-loved mentor to current
Zoo Academy students.

METAMORPHOSIS
More than being just a fun way to spend a week in the summer, Zoo
programs can change the trajectory of a kid’s life. Harrison Daniel, a longtime Zoo camper and VolunTeen Supervisor, is just such a kid.

When you first meet Harrison Daniel, you’re taken
by his friendly, open demeanor and easy smile.
But life hasn’t always been easy for Harrison and
his mom, Renee, a single mother.
METAMORPHOSIS

“I’ve thought about this time and time again,”
Harrison says. “Once I started volunteering at
the Zoo, it became such a concrete part of my
life. With all the other things that were going on
in my life, I honestly can’t even think about where
I’d be without having volunteered at the Zoo.”
At the Zoo, Harrison found a respect he’d rarely
experienced before.
“I do not know where I would
be without the Zoo.”

HARRISON DANIEL
VOLUNTEEN SUPERVISOR

“It’s the place that made me realize how I should
be treated at other places, by other people, in
my life. Here, they saw me as a leader. I was
respected and most of my ideas were treated
like they were plausible, as wild as some of them
were,” he says, his smile growing wider. “That
encouraged me to not be afraid to bring up
ideas at school. I know that I have good ideas.”
His mom says she will be forever grateful for
everything the years of Zoo camps and the
VolunTeen program have done for her son.
“As a parent, you can’t do everything,” she says.
“I know it’s been said a lot, but it really does
take a village, and the Zoo was my village. It’s an
amazing place, it truly is.”

Harrison clearly agrees. “I know that everyone
here has my best interests at heart and will
always be looking out for me.”

CINCINNATI ZOO & BOTANICAL GARDEN

THE FIGHT THAT’S IN FIONA
IS IN EVERY ONE OF US.
Giving would mean the world to keepers who never give up.
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She’s had her own reality show. Been featured on the Today Show

Cincinnati Zoo staff fought tirelessly through setback after setback to

and the Tonight Show, in National Geographic and the New York

not only keep her alive, but to help her thrive.

Times. Seems everyone is a Fiona fan – she’s the world’s most famous
and yeah, we’ll say it, cutest hippo.

Fiona’s story is just the most well-known example of our animal
care staff’s passion for and dedication to every animal that lumbers,

NYT called her “the symbol of resiliency and positivity”. Born six weeks

swims, swings, slithers, flies, prowls, hops, gallops or waddles within

premature, and smaller than any other hippo ever to survive, the

our 80 acres.

MOREHOMETOROAM.ORG
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“

THE SYMBOL OF RESILIENCY
AND POSITIVITY.

New York Times

FIONA’S UNSINKABLE TEAM
There’s no celebrating Fiona without celebrating the team that saved her.
A team that, because of the preemie’s need for round-the-clock care, would

FIONA’S UNSINKABLE TEAM

grow to 25 people strong. Emphasis on strong.

For three months, Fiona’s health was touch and
go. Since no one – anywhere – had ever handraised a baby hippo that small and fragile, the
team had to rely on instinct, connections with
hippo experts both nationally and internationally,
sheer tenacity, and coffee. Lots of coffee.
In fact, when her keepers come into the building,

she’ll still go to the edge of the pool to greet and
smell them – and they say she’s particularly fond
of coffee breath. “We think she’s built that positive
association with us staying up all hours drinking
coffee,” says Wendy Rice, Head Africa Keeper.
Looks like you can add “grateful” to Fiona’s long
list of endearing traits.

Fiona weighed just 29
pounds at birth. Most
newborn hippos weigh
between 55 and 120 lbs.

MOREHOMETOROAM.ORG
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JUST A FEW OF THE
PIONEERING HEROES
WHO FOUGHT
AGAINST THE ODDS
TO SAVE FIONA.

• Wendy Rice, Africa Head Keeper
• Dawn Strasser, Head of Neonate Staff
• Dan Turoczi, Africa Senior Keeper
• Teresa Truesdale, Africa Keeper
• Christina Gorsuch, Curator of Mammals
and “coach” of Team Fiona
• Jenna Wingate, Africa Senior Keeper
• Dana Burke, Africa Team Leader
(pictured right, middle)

CINCINNATI ZOO & BOTANICAL GARDEN

ANIMAL
EXCELLENCE
30

MOREHOMETOROAM.ORG

HEART AND
SCIENCE.
Beyond our innate concern and compassion for all
animals, the Cincinnati Zoo is one of only 30 zoos
that are accredited by the AZA (Association of Zoos
& Aquariums) – out of 244 – who employ an Animal
Excellence Manager dedicated to spearheading
evidence-based animal welfare studies.
Science informs every decision made at the Zoo
that affects an animal’s health and well-being –
from breeding to vet care to nutrition to habitat
design. Our ongoing research will be instrumental
in the More Home to Roam habitat transformations.
Our animal excellence efforts focus on ways to
best care for animals so they can thrive, both
during their time at the Zoo and, in some cases, in
preparation for their return to the wild.

ENLIGHTENING RESEARCH
A recent renovation of the Wings of the World
building is just one example of our commitment to
animal excellence. The project included collecting
more than 450 light measurements for a better
understanding of the birds’ UVA light environment
and led to the installation of UVA-emitting lights.
Since the renovation, the Zoo staff has observed
dramatic plant growth and increased reproduction
from multiple avian species.
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06
MAKING ADVENTURE
EVEN MORE ACCESSIBLE.
Giving would mean the world for families who experience the Zoo differently.

The goal of the Cincinnati Zoo is to be a place where both animals

32

and people can thrive, no matter who they are, no matter what
challenges – physical, economic, or social – they face. Our More Home
to Roam capital campaign emphasizes this vision, and funds raised
for it will be used to elevate the Zoo experience for everyone.

MOREHOMETOROAM.ORG

ZOO ACCESS
FOR ALL.

Nature inspires wonder and delight in all of us and can be especially rewarding for those with
disabilities. In partnership with Cincinnati Children’s Hospital Medical Center (CCHMC), we’re instituting
improvements to assist and accommodate individuals with special needs so they’re able to seamlessly
connect with wildlife, too.
About 600 Zoo staff members and volunteers have received training to promote inclusion through
CCHMC’s Leadership Education in Neurodevelopmental and related Disabilities program (LEND) and
are ready to welcome all guests.

IMPROVEMENTS INCLUDE
OR WILL INCLUDE:
• Adult changing tables
• Rides Access Pass
• Social narratives, visual supports
• ADA-accessible section of the two-level
Roo Valley ropes course, part of the
More Home to Roam campaign
• For those with sensory processing needs:
- Sensory maps - identify areas that
might be overwhelming for kids due to
strong smells or loud noises, such as
the howling of the gibbons
- Sensory bags filled with oral motor
chewy tubes, fidgets, bubble makers,
noise-canceling headphones,
sunglasses, etc.
The Roo Valley ropes
course will include an
elevated ADA-accessible
section.

We also feel that economics should never be a
barrier. Thanks to the Living Classroom Education
Access Fund (LCEAF), qualified schools can apply
for financial assistance for a daytime field trip to
the Zoo or Overnight Adventure. Over 70,000 kids
have had the opportunity to take part since 2012.

- Sensory-friendly family restrooms
- A calming room
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CREATURE CONNECTIONS
Spending time at the Zoo with a day designed just for them brings
happiness to Cincinnati Children’s patients and their families.

CREATURE CONNECTIONS

The sight of three flamingos out for a walk down
the middle of the Zoo pathway took Katie M. by
surprise. A flap of the wings and a sudden loud
squawk from one of the flamingos startled her.
But what came next surprised her even more – the
sound of her ten-month-old laughing for the first
time ever. It brought tears to her eyes.
Katie’s son was a patient at Cincinnati Children’s,
receiving treatment for glioblastoma. The family
was at the Zoo enjoying a brief respite as part of
Creature Connections, a collaborative partnership
between the Zoo and CCHMC.

The brainchild of Carol Bonner – two-time chair of
the SPCA Fur Ball and former Zoofari committee
member – the program provides patients and
families with one-of-a-kind animal encounters at
the Zoo. The human-animal connection creates
cherished experiences with lasting memories.
Carol partners with Dr. Stella Davies, head of
Cincinnati Children’s Division of Bone Marrow
Transplantation and Immune Deficiency, to
coordinate the encounters.
“Our patients typically remain in the hospital for
extended periods,” says Dr. Davies. Being able

to provide these children and families with a few
joyful hours to forget about their diagnosis is
priceless.
It all began with Fiona. Just like the rest of the
world, so many of the kids were enraptured by
the engaging baby hippo. Carol and Dr. Davies
“Being able to provide these children and
families with a few joyful hours to forget
about their diagnosis is priceless.”
arranged for several patients, along with their
families and medical staff, to visit Fiona – who, of
course, charmed the children.
“The kids talked about Fiona for weeks,” Carol
says. “Actually, no matter what the animal, the
kids will bring up their visits all the time.”
Sweet-faced Moe the sloth is also a popular
choice to hang with. The Zoo gives each child a
stuffed animal, and one little girl now carries her
own Moe to cuddle wherever she goes. There’s a
three-legged chinchilla named Morgan that kids
gravitate toward, too: they find comfort in their
shared challenges.

LISTENING. LEARNING. LEADING.
To make the Cincinnati Zoo & Botanical Garden a more welcoming
place for children and adults with a wide range of developmental disabilities
and other challenges, we let their families be our guides.

“Unless you’ve been through it yourself,
you never realize the challenges faced by
the special needs community.”
“It’s difficult to communicate with a non-verbal child,”
Laurie says. “Zoo staff seem much more engaged
and comfortable with our community now.”

Cassandra Clement was always on the lookout.
A self-described “stalker” of quiet places to sit at
the Zoo, she took note of benches tucked away in
more secluded areas. Any nook or cove that would
make a “good place to chill” with her son Troy, who
has a genetic disorder called Angelman Syndrome.
She even marked those places on a Zoo map for
Troy’s caregivers, who often take him to the Zoo.
Now, thanks to input from Cassandra, other
members of our Family Advisory Council (FAC),
and Cincinnati Children’s LEND program, sensory
bags that include maps officially identifying quiet
places are available.
The FAC is made up of families who have children

with special needs. Their perspectives are vital to
understanding how the Zoo can create the best
experiences for them.
“Unless you’ve been through it yourself, you never
realize the challenges faced by the special needs
community,” says Leesha Thrower, a long-time
member of the FAC, whose daughter was born with
Down Syndrome. “You want your children to be
included in all parts of life and have those outside
the community understand how to interact and be
supportive.”
What Laurie Lupinetti, an FAC member whose son
Giovanni has Fragile X, appreciates most is the staff
training.

She cites Giovanni’s experience with a face painter
at the Zoo. “On one visit, he suddenly became
curious about the face painting,” she says. “The
artist was very patient and kind and asked if he
would like to feel the brush on his hand first. The
fact that she took the time and accommodated his
anxiety and curiosity was fantastic.”
Cassandra also notes how the Zoo administration
listens to the FAC families. “They’re making fantastic
changes,” she says. “How cool for them to be the
leaders in Cincinnati for true accessibility. And it
has been fun to be a part of the improvements.”

LISTENING. LEARNING. LEADING.

According to the Zoo’s Rhiannon Howeler – whose
business card reads “VP of Visitor Experience,
Strategy and Fun” – the Cincinnati Zoo partnered
with CCHMC’s LEND program. “We conducted
two- and eight-hour training sessions with more
than 300 Zoo staff and volunteers,” she said. “And
we created our own Family Advisory Council to
guide staff through the process.”

CINCINNATI ZOO & BOTANICAL GARDEN

“

A SENSE OF
COMMUNITY STRENGTHENS
EVERY SPECIES.
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Dave Jenike, Cincinnati Zoo & Botanical Garden COO

MOREHOMETOROAM.ORG

37

CINCINNATI ZOO & BOTANICAL GARDEN

07
TRANSFORMING COMMUNITIES
FROM ACROSS THE WORLD TO
ACROSS THE STREET.
Giving would mean the world for our neighbors everywhere.
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We’re striving to be more than just the neighbors with the loud
animals.

A key pillar of our mission statement is “Serving
Community” – giving back so others can move forward.
Supporting and partnering with diverse and economically
challenged communities is a responsibility the Zoo takes seriously. More
Home to Roam funds will help us increase our efforts to connect
communities with conservation and its many benefits.

With the Zoo’s global reach, we’re helping communities from Kenya
to the Congo to Indonesia. In Kenya, we’re providing funding to
restore a healthy lion population in the South Rift Valley. And in the
Republic of Congo, we’re working with the Goualougo Triangle Ape
Project to protect lowland gorillas.
We’re investing deeply closer to home as well, in lower-income,
underserved places like Roselawn, and Avondale, which we’ve
proudly called our home since 1875.

BUILDING COMMUNITY
For over a decade, the Zoo has been involved with dozens of dramatic and impactful
projects that not only beautify local communities, but also strengthen and inspire the
people who call these communities home.

BUILDING COMMUNITY

The Zoo’s horticulture and facilities teams work
together to deliver breathtaking, transformative
projects in underserved local neighborhoods.
In addition to the talent the Zoo has within
its own ranks, we’ve developed long-standing
relationships with several like-minded partners.
Leveraging our contributions can magnify the
impact many times over.
The Zoo’s partners include the Cincinnati Reds,
P&G, Easterseals, Cincinnati Children’s Hospital,
Kroger, Duke Energy, and many others.
PAST PROJECTS INCLUDE:
• Total makeover of the Seven Hills Neighborhood
Housing community center in the West End
• Transformation of many blighted properties
into community gardens/spaces
• Major investment in the revitalization of
Gabriel’s Place, a food non-profit in Avondale
• Facilitating the installation of LED lighting in
homes, community organizations, churches,
and “trouble spots” around Avondale where
fresh, efficient lighting could increase safety
and security
• Building of a nature play facility in Evanston
• Development of a campground and
amphitheater along Mill Creek in Roselawn
• A large nature play facility and garden on
an abandoned site in Lower Price Hill

• A significant tree planting and raised bed
project in South Cumminsville
“A thriving community is good for the Zoo. It’s
also good for the environment and wildlife as
poverty and suffering go hand in hand with the
destruction of the natural world,” says Mark
Fisher, the Zoo’s VP of Facilities, Planning and
Sustainability. “We’re in a position, along with
our community partners, to bring about real,
tangible improvement. It’s simply the right thing
to do and our staff absolutely enjoys using their
considerable talents in such a meaningful way.”
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COLLECTIVE ACTION IS NEEDED NOW

MOREHOMETOROAM.ORG

“

CHERISH THE NATURAL
WORLD BECAUSE YOU
41

ARE PART OF IT AND YOU
DEPEND ON IT.

David Attenborough

CINCINNATI ZOO & BOTANICAL GARDEN

08

GIVING WOULD
MEAN THE WORLD
FOR GENERATIONS
TO COME.
At the heart of every great city is a great zoo.
What’s just as true is that at the heart of every
great zoo are compassionate, committed citizens
who know what zoos mean to the world.
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Investment in the Zoo is an investment in our
planet. As a globally recognized, fierce defender
of all manner of wildlife and the environment,
the Cincinnati Zoo is not only a place to see the
wonder, power, and beauty of nature, it’s a place
the world trusts to help save it.

MOREHOMETOROAM.ORG

WILDLIFE NEEDS
OUR HELP.
WE NEED YOURS.

From our global conservation efforts to the More Home to Roam campaign, the Zoo’s programs are
making a world of difference in the lives of people and the future of wildlife across the globe.
As a non-profit organization, the Cincinnati Zoo & Botanical Garden relies largely on private donations.
$150 MILLION BY OUR 150TH YEAR
As we look forward to our 150th Anniversary in 2025, we are committed to exceeding the high level
of excellence we’ve already achieved.
Your gift will help us reach our goal of $150 million for the More Home to Roam capital campaign so the
Zoo can continue to be a source of pride for our community – and set the standard for zoos across
the country and around the world.

EVERY GIFT IS IMPORTANT
A campaign of this size will take support from the entire community. Every gift matters
no matter how big or small. In fact, if less than 5% of people in Greater Cincinnati
committed to giving $150 for 5 years, our goal would be achieved.
HERE ARE JUST A FEW EXAMPLES OF WHAT YOUR GIFT WILL HELP ACCOMPLISH:
A new and larger pool, beach area, filtration
building, viewing cave, penguin feeding area and
indoor accommodations for African penguins

$4 MILLION

Historical Elephant House dome improvements
including concrete repairs, new insulation and
membrane coating, and upgrading the ventilation
and HVAC systems

Kangaroo habitat – outdoor yard, indoor bedroom
area with soft-surface flooring, water elements, and
outdoor enrichment areas

$1 MILLION

$2 MILLION
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THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY.
Our mission has never been more urgent. Your gift will start working
immediately to give our animals more home to roam and protect wildlife
and people across the planet.
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“

WE ARE THE BEST ZOO IN
THE NATION. WE WILL SHOW THE
WORLD WHAT A ZOO CAN BE.
WE WILL SAVE SPECIES, INSPIRE
GUESTS AND CELEBRATE ALL
THAT WE HAVE ACCOMPLISHED
– TOGETHER.

Thane Maynard
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WE’RE GRATEFUL FOR THOSE WHO LEND THEIR VISION AND
EXPERTISE TO THE CINCINNATI ZOO & BOTANICAL GARDEN.
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